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BLOOD VESSELS AND LYMPHATICS, VOL. 20. Edited by David I. Abramson.
New York and London, Academic Press, 1962. 812 pp. $26.00.
The editor of this volume is Professor of Physical Medicine and Rehabilita-
tion in the Department of Medicine, University of Illinois. In his preface
Dr. Abramson states that:
The plan . . . has been to assemble, consolidate, and interrelate current data on
the embryology, anatomy, physiology, pharmacology, biochemistry, and pathology of
blood vessels and lymphatics. . . . It is hoped that the final product will provide
a critical, provocative, and authoritative summary of our present knowledge of
vascular and lymphatic responses, which will be of value to the research worker
and the advanced student in the field and to the specialist desiring background and
sources on subjects other than his immediate concern....
The first part of the book discusses arteries, arterioles and capillaries;
the second, special vascular beds, including the brain and spinal cord, the
coronary, pulmonary, gastrointestinal, hepato-lienal, and renal circulations,
the blood vessels of the pituitary and thyroid, and the circulations of
placenta, skin, skeletal muscle and bone. The third section takes up dis-
orders of the arteries and veins, beginning with a discussion of arterio-
sclerosis and going on to hypertension and shock and to peripheral
vascular disease, including so-called collagen disorders. Part four deals
with the structure, physiology and disorders of the lymphatic system,
beginning with the embryology of the lymphatics and ending with
lymphangiosarcomas.
It must be immediately apparent to anyone reading the objectives and
outline above that Editor Abramson and his 51 section authors and eight
collaborating authors have set themselves a well-nigh impossible task,
particularly when the subject matter is compressed into less than 800 pages
of actual text. This initial impression is reinforced on reading the book.
WVhile the list of authors includes many outstanding names, and none who
are not well-known in their respective fields, there is.a sense of restriction
and a lack of adequate development and critical discussion. In general the
sections on embryology, anatomy, and physiology, where factual informa-
tion is available, are better than those on biochemistry and pathology,
where facts are less clear and interpretation is still largely a matter of
opinion. As the editor states, slanting of opinion throughout the book has
not been discouraged. This limits the authoritativeness of a number of
the presentations. One misses the enlightening ad hoc discussions or
editorial comment that are so much a part of many modern symposia. The
references at the end of each major subject are up-to-date and compensate
to some extent for the "one man" nature of the sections. The quality of the
writing itself, as one would expect with so many authors, varies, as does
the excellence of the illustrations.
This book is neither a text-book, a monograph, nor a symposium. It
does have value in bringing together, if only superficially, many of the
highways and byways of knowledge of the blood-vascular and lymphatic
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channels. The provocatively incomplete presentations and the lists of
references are a clear invitation to the use of a good library.
LEVIN L. WATERS
MEDICAL RESIDENT'S MANUAL. By Frank B. Flood, Richard J. Kennedy,
and William J. Grace. New York, Appleton-Century-Crofts, 1962. xxi,
311 pp. $4.95.
The announced purpose of this manual is that it serve only as a vade
mecum (handbook), not as a textbook of medicine. It appears to fulfill
this aim for the most part although in some respects it falls shy of the
mark. There are many useful clinical "pearls" scattered throughout its
pages and nearly all of the sections include references to recent publications.
The section on electrocardiography comprises almost one-sixth of the book
and appears to this reviewer to be too detailed in some portions and too
scanty in others for this type of manual. Generally the book can be useful
for immediate reference to a clinical problem in order to rejuvenate seldom
used but not entirely forgotten synaptic pathways, but by no means should it
be used as the "last word."
RICHARD L. KAHLER
THE ANTECEDENTS OF MAN. By W. E. Le Gros Clark. Chicago, Quad-
rangle Books, 1960. vii, 374 pp. $6.00.
Although Sir Wilfred has followed the organization of his Early Fore-
runners of Man, published 30 years ago, he has produced a new and
superb account of the evolution of the Primates. The first chapter presents
a closely reasoned and extremely well-written account of his theoretical
point ofview. His evaluation of many technical and methodological problems
is concisely set forth. This reviewer finds himself in complete agreement
with his point of view.
The second chapter is a brief over-view of the Order Primates, with
some calm and wise comments on the taxonomy of this group. He defines
the Order Primates as distinguished by at least nine evolutionary trends
(p. 43) and uses the rest of the book to analyze, document, discuss, and
illustrate these trends. His survey of the Primates starts with the most
advanced members of the Order, us-the Hominidae-and works back to
our charming, if poorest, relations-the lemurs and tree shrews. He
recognizes three genera of Hominidae, Homo, Pithecanthropus, and Aus-
tralopithecus. This reviewer, being younger than Sir Wilfred, and more
radically inclined, would prefer to see the number of genera of Hominidae
reduced even more.
The discussion of the Pongidae includes a brief footnote on the problem
of the use of the term brachiation. This 10 line note (p. 50-51) says all
that need be said about this term which is currently generating so much heat
among primatologists.
He holds to a slightly old-fashioned view in putting most Prosimians,
exclusive of the tupaiids and tarsiids, into a group called Lemur, which he
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